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That the 40th General Council 2009, through the General Secretary, General Council, request
the Government of Canada and the provincial and territorial governments to encourage, to
support, and to provide financial incentives and subsidies to alternative and environmentally
friendly sources of energy, and subsidies to the uranium/nuclear industry be limited to only
medical and peaceful initiatives; and call on members and adherents of The United Church of
Canada congregations to write their members of parliament to express the same desire. 
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That the 40th General Council 2009, through the General Secretary, General Council, request
the Government of Canada to encourage, to support, and to provide financial incentives and
subsidies to alternative and environmentally friendly sources of energy, and discontinue



giving subsidies to the uranium/nuclear industry. 

Background 

Whereas the United Church in 2003 endorsed the “Earth Charter” appealing for enterprises
which contributed to the sustainability of our planet, and then in 2004 issued the “One Earth
Community” outlining twelve ethical principles for environmental and development issues1;
and 

Whereas there has been an accelerating concern regarding global warming, largely due to
the use of fossil fuels; and 

Whereas there have been remarkable innovations with regard to alternate sources of energy
like wind, solar, geothermal, and biomass; and 

Whereas Germany, under the policies of Dr. Herman Scheer, has installed 22,000 megawatts
of wind power—as much as all our Canadian nuclear reactors—generating $240 billion in
annual revenues, employing 240,000 workers, creating 8000 new jobs in 2007 alone.
Moreover, Germany plans to install 24 more offshore wind turbines in the coming year
adding 24,000 megawatts, so that its nuclear reactors can be shut down. In addition, Spain
has developed a wind energy capacity of 15,000 megawatts—enough to power 10 cities2;
and 

Whereas Amory B. Lovins, Imran Sheikh, and Alex Markevich have calculated that the cost of
electricity from a new nuclear plant will be 14 cents per kilowatt hour, and that from a wind
farm will be 7 cents per kilowatt hour. This includes the cost of fuel, capital, operations,
maintenance, transmission and distribution. It does not include nuclear costs of disposing of
radioactive waste, insurance against nuclear accidents, or decommissioning of worn out
reactors3; and 

Whereas Ontario has developed a wind capacity of 950 megawatts; Alberta has developed
545 megawatts of wind capacity; Quebec has developed 422 megawatts of wind capacity; and
Saskatchewan has developed 172 megawatts of wind capacity. The Canadian Wind Energy
Association estimated that in 2006 there were 2785 people employed in the wind industry4;
and 

Whereas many new inventions have transpired in wind energy from high towers with blades
of 413 feet in diameter, to small, upright, cylindrical models for rooftop installations on



buildings, thereby making wind chargers available to a great many individuals and
communities who are dispersed across the country5; and

Whereas to accommodate “base load” power needs, new computerized control systems have
emerged to draw on wind, or solar, or hydro power-- when the wind is not blowing or the sky
is cloudy—a combination and supplementation of various sources to meet the energy needs6

; and 

Whereas there is a steadily increasing revolution in solar energy, with the invention of light,
flexible panels printed like a newspaper onto aluminum foil for much cheaper than previous
silicon models, and besides, the sunlight is free! California is set to buy 3,600 megawatts of
solar power from several plants. Japan, Greece, France, Spain, Australia and Holland rely
heavily on solar power7; and 

Whereas geothermal systems are being steadily improved and installed for home and factory
heating. This is an important feature for renewable energy with 96 projects in the USA. The
Saskatchewan Government has initiated new financing programs for geothermal home
heating systems with low interest loans of up to $25,000 per installation, and up to $35,000 in
rebates for those who self-generate power by wind or solar8; and 

Whereas the federal government is providing a $658 million subsidy to the uranium/nuclear
industry in the current budget, and has provided $17 billion9 in cumulative subsidies to the
uranium/nuclear industry over the last fifty years; and 
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