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In August 2000, the 37th General Council of The United Church of Canada overturned a policy
that had been on its books since 1960 which stated that homosexuality is a sin. It reaffirmed
that human sexual orientations and gender identities (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered,
and heterosexual) are gifts from God, calling them “a part of the marvellous diversity of

creation.”

This resource was developed by the Justice, Global, and Ecumenical Relations Unit of The
United Church of Canada, in response to this and other resolutions of the 37th and 38th
General Council which called on the church to work for the civil recognition of same-sex
partnerships, and to recognize them in church documentation and services of blessing, and

for the recognition of them in federal marriage legislation.
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