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The 40th General Council that met in Kelowna, British Columbia, in August 2009 approved a
motion to add to the Doctrine section currently in the Basis of Union three other doctrinal
statements that General Councils of the United Church have approved since 1925. 

Those three statements are the Statement of Faith (1940), A New Creed (adopted in 1968;
revised in 1980 and again in 1994), and A Song of Faith (2006). For this proposed action to
take place, the General Council authorized remits, which are votes by presbyteries and, in this
case, also by pastoral charges, on whether to add some or all of these three statements to
the Doctrine section of the Basis of Union. 

This background document is intended to help your pastoral charge’s session, church board,
or church council as you prepare to vote on whether to include these other doctrinal
statements in the Basis of Union.
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