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Many United Church people are concerned about what is happening under Israel’'s military
occupation of Palestine. Yet they take no action over fear that they will be or be accused of

being antisemitic.

The widespread promotion of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)

working definition of antisemitism likely contributes to this fear. It lists 11 of what it
identifies as illustrative examples of antisemitism, 7 of which refer to criticism of the State of
Israel. Many scholars have criticized this focus on Israel, and a more recent definition has

been developed without this focus. This Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism (JDA) is

endorsed by a growing list of scholars in the fields of Holocaust history, Jewish studies, and
Middle East studies.
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https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definition-antisemitism
https://jerusalemdeclaration.org/
https://generalcouncil.ca/taxonomy/term/29
https://generalcouncil.ca/taxonomy/term/28
https://generalcouncil.ca/taxonomy/term/18

